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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE...
Election Reflection

November’s elections are complete with
significant results on so many fronts. Our Los
Angeles League joined in vigorous education
and advocacy modes, the most unusual of
which was to co-write and co-sponsor
Proposition R with the Los Angeles Area
Chamber of Commerce. With 59% support of
ballots cast, we are thrilled although not
surprised at the level of voter approval.

From the beginning, we believed this measure
made basic strides toward bringing more
accountability of representatives to the voters
through both structural and functional changes.

Structurally it extends the term limits of city
council members who initiate and implement
solutions for complex urban issues.

Functionally it increases voter influence by
reducing special interest influence via campaign
financing, reporting, and lobbyist law reforms.

At the outset we believed there was a climate
for structural government change and although
that did not play out as we'd hoped at the state
level, with defeat of redistricting and public
campaign financing plans, it was alive in Los
Angeles.

The campaigns surrounding this measure were
contentious and vigorous. The debate played
out fully in the public eye through all forms of
media, meetings, internet and campaign
literature. The rules about campaign financing
were adhered to and their implications were
reported on fully. The opponents of this
measure were predominantly leaders of
neighborhood councils. Although their claims
reflected a point of view that was not the case
i.e. that the League was either colluding with or
being duped by special interests and lobbyists,
their sincerity and demand to be heard were
impressive. It is clear that the Neighborhood
Councils are finding their communal leadership,
voice and issues. Their role as a bridge
between individual residents and their
representatives is important. The League looks
2
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forward to working with them on issues of
mutual concern.

As of this writing, there is still a court hearing as
to whether Prop R was more than a one-issue
measure. The hearing was postponed by the
courts until after the election. Needless to say,
we believe this vote will be upheld. When it is,
Angelenos can celebrate initiating changes that
have eluded many other cities and states, and
our League can be proud of the assist it gave to
this significant moment.

-Liza White, President

LWVLA GOES TO BAT TO
CLARIFY CONSTITUTIONAL
ISSUES RELATIVE TO
AB 1381

Citing the need for clarification of constitutional
issues, the LWVLA has become a plaintiff in the
LAUSD lawsuit challenging AB 1381, the law
which calls for restructuring of school district
governance to enable partial mayoral control.
The suit is set for trial December 15 in LA
Superior Court. The law is to go into effect
January 1, 2007.

In a statement delivered at an October 10 press
conference, LWVLA President Liza White said:
"We believe the passage of 1381 has violated
provisions of the State Constitution and our City
Charter; has by-passed those who have the
greatest stake in LAUSD reform, and has
created a governance structure that lacks direct
lines of authority and accountability."

It pointed out that prior to the passage of 1381
we had urged our state and local
representatives to consider the lack of
opportunity for citywide involvement in the
proposed restructuring process. It further noted
"we have a profound interest in making sure
Charter provisions with respect to governance
of both the City of Los Angeles and the LAUSD
are honored, implemented, and indeed
changed if they no longer serve the needs or
will of the people."
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"The League® full focus is on the need to
resolve the constitutional questions as soon as
possible so they themselves do not become
another roadblock among the many
impediments to better education for LAUSD
students," White added. She stressed that the
League takes no position on what any future
governance structure of the school district
should look like, which includes the issue of the
role of the mayor.

The LWVLA statement concluded: "Creating
equitable, quality education for all students
requires that many forces are acknowledged
and integrated. This is at the heart of what we
ask our representatives to do. But we expect
our representatives to either change the rules
explicitly with majority agreement, or use
existing rules and authority to create a plan for
change with clear lines of authority and
accountability.”

-Jean Cohen, Chair of Education Action
Committee

PLANNING COMMITTEE
INVITES YOUR VOICE!

Your voice in Program Planning is one of the
most important League activities you can
perform. The programs we agree upon now will
chart LWV L.A.’s future. LWV L.A. needs your
ideas, energy, expertise and intention now so
we can count on your yearlong participation.
We must decide the program direction for
LWVLA and make recommendations for the
LWVC (state) program. Program is the sum of
our activities and may include study, education
and/or action/advocacy. If you want to act on
program initiatives during the year, now’s the
time to raise your voice, engage your passion,
and ensure your substantive civic engagement
throughout the coming year.

Seeking the widest possible participation in the
planning process, we offer two involvement
opportunities. We ask the units to have an
open-ended conversation about program at the
December meeting. Our committee format for
that conversation will be provided to unit chairs.
We also plan a city-wide program-planning 3
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event on Thursday, January 11, 2007 at the
Tillman Water Reclamation Center. (See flyer)

At this event we will 1) review the program
activities of the past two years for both the state
and local Leagues, 2) present the program
suggestions submitted by units and individuals
and 3)take suggestions from the floor. Bring
your ideas; be ready for open-ended
discussion. Time to consider all the options
and reach agreement on direction for the next
two years will be carefully monitored. This
meeting will replace January unit meetings.

Please note the meeting description does not
include a review of our positions. We will touch
upon our positions as we review past program
activities and consider new program
suggestions, but there will not be a formal
position-by-position review. All positions will be
retained as is unless there is a proposal and
agreement to update or delete.

Please take a few minutes to review our
positions and speak up if there is a position
needing attention. (The positions can be found
on our website www.lwvlosangeles.org/ Click
on Action. Otherwise, request from the office
the copy we've made available.

If you plan to propose a new program idea,
please contact me in advance to ensure your
proposal gets the attention it deserves.

Members unable to attend either the December
unit meeting or the January meeting may use
the form in this VOTER to submit ideas and
suggestions. Please return the form to the
office by January 5, 2007.

-Margie Engel, Program Planning Committee

SUPPORT YOUR LEAGUE

PLEASE PLAN TO COME TO OUR
ANNUAL EVENT ON FEBRUARY 28 AND
USE THE ENCLOSED LETTER TO
SOLICIT SUPPORT.

IF EACH ONE OF YOU JUST SENT IN
ONE AD, IT WOULD MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
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A TRUE PRE-ELECTION
DAY SAGA

| decided at the last minute to offer to be a poll
worker. They needed an inspector. | said “OK
— the precinct is close to my home.” | was told
the supplies would be delivered to me; the truck
was already in the Valley.

Thursday — no supplies.

Friday — | am told, “The truck is out there;

be patient.”

Saturday - still no supplies. My training was at
4:30 Saturday afternoon. It was not for
inspectors. At the end, | spoke to a trainer. |
was informed the training for inspectors had
been at 1pm, a much better time for me. | was
handed a flyer with phone numbers and given
instructions to try to locate my supplies.

Sunday- | called in the morning to report still no
supplies. | was getting nervous. | was
reassured the truck was still delivering. About 3
pm, Gilbert, my dispatcher, called to say the
supplies had been delivered to the original
inspector, who is now in New York. | was
asked to pick up the supplies from her
apartment - HER ROOMMATES WERE
THERE, she’d assured Gilbert.

He gave me her cell number just in case. |
arrived at her apartment building to learn that
her name is not on the list to ring apartments. |
hailed someone in the courtyard to open the
gate. Six boxes were stacked outside her
apartment door (five booths and the Ink-a-Vote
recorders). No one answered the door. | called
her cell. Impatiently she informed me she had
her own emergency. | tried to get the
roommates’ numbers, only to lose the
connection.

Looking at the gritty boxes, | identified with
them, as if they’d been outdoors, unnoticed for
a few days.

Back home, | called Gilbert. Rhonda answered
and listened to my story, assuring me she’d,
“look into it.” An hour and a half later, | tried to
find Rhonda — no deal. I did find Gilbert, though.
He said, “Don’'t worry — I'll take care of it
tomorrow morning.” All the delivery guys were
gone — it was after 6 pm. I'd heard they were to
get the rest of the supplies from the roommates.
Should | have pointed out that the roommates
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just may have jobs that they may be off to
Monday morning?

Monday morning — John, Vanessa’s assistant,
has been told to solve this. “Don’t worry,” he
says, “We’'ll get the supplies to you!” | waited.
At 3 pm, Gilbert called to tell me, “The
roommates are home. Go on over.” Trust me,
his evidence that the roommates are home is
flimsy. | say, “No,” and remind him that RRCC
is responsible for providing me supplies, and
that I've been assured by Vanessa’'s assistant
that it will be done.

“OK,” he says. He agrees to try to reach the
manager of the apartment building to get
access.

| called John, the supervisor’s assistant. He
vaguely remembered me and my supply issue.
At first, he said his supervisor was out, so he
couldn’t do anything (I am not making this up).
Then, he perked up, “Oh, we sent a request to
the warehouse.” | asked if that were akin to
sending messages into the ether. “Well......
they haven't heard back yet.” | asked if there
were many situations like mine in which
materials were delivered to the wrong address.
He told me that right now they have the sheriffs
entering the apartment of someone who went to
New York.

“Hello!” | chocked, “That's MY case! Does this
mean | should get my supplies soon?” “Yes,” he
said. Going back to Gilbert for a moment —
when he said he would try to get the manager
he began to read my address as the one to try
to contact. “NO!” | gave him the apartment
address which he appeared not to have. So
who knows where the sheriff will go once he
has the supplies?

4 pm- Waiting.....

What are the rules issued to the delivery
crews? Were the supplies dropped at the
original person’s address before or after she
bowed out? | suspect after. | question, “Who
IS responsible for the delivery crews?”

8:15 pm- Finally enough supplies arrived so
that voting could take place on Tuesday
-Margie Engel, LWVLA Member
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“LOS ANGELES: STRUCTURE
OF A CITY GOVERNMENT”
IS LAUNCHED

The League, with the sponsorship of The Gas
Company and O’Melveny & Myers, LLP,
launched its newly published “Los Angeles:
Structure of a City Government,” written by Dr.
Raphael J. Sonenshein, at a reception and
program, held at the National Center for the
Preservation of Democracy on October 25,
2006. The reception provided a festive setting
for author Sonenshein, the Structure
committee, the League’s grantor- the Haynes
Foundation, members of the League and of the
LA community to mix and talk about the new
book.

The reception was followed by a provocative
one-hour program: “Loose Ends: Los Angeles
Government in the 21% Century”. Warren
Olney, Executive Producer of “To the Point” and
“Which Way LA” on KCRW moderated a panel
including author Sonenshein, Connie Rice of
The Advancement Project and William Deverell,
Professor of History at USC and Director of
Huntington-USC Institute on California and the
West. Questions and answers followed.

Dr. Sonenshein focused on the great
“distances” -physical and psychological
distances- that separate our community and
make it difficult to govern. He cited as
examples that valley residents don’t see or
know much about the central city on a first-hand
basis, just as central city folks don’t see or
know much about the harbor area of the city.
Hence, our physical distances challenge those
trying to govern. Likewise the huge
psychological distances, -as an example, the
distance between an individual on skid row and
the mayor or a member of the city council,
located only a few physical blocks away from
each other- present another type of challenge
to governing the city.

Dr. Deverell noted that the League’s new book
is very much in the spirit of Dora Haynes (the
first president of the Los Angeles League) and
John Randolph Haynes, progressives of the
earlier part of the 20" century, because it aims
to educate the voters.
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Connie Rice provocatively noted that Los
Angeles is difficult to govern and has many
“Loose Ends”, because it does not have a
governance or community structure in place
that requires government to address or properly
implement long-term solutions to core
problems.

Time constraints forced the program to close
before the enthusiastic audience members
could pose all of their questions. But the
audience left pleased to have participated with
major thinkers and players in our community.

The newly launched book is the result of more
than three years of hard work by our
distinguished author, Dr. Raphael Sonenshein,
and the team who worked with him: Richard
Dickinson, Mark Drayse, and Margi Denton,
and the League committee: Carryl Carter,
Renee Chanon, Jane Goichman, Evon Gotlieb,
and Sandy Wolber. Special thanks, too, to Julie
Rajan, who started this effort, and the League
Administrator Director, Ellen Glettner, who is
managing the distribution of the book. And, of
course, our thanks and everlasting gratitude to
the generosity of the Haynes Foundation, which
provided a grant not only for writing the newly
updated book but also for printing 14,000
copies, which the League will distribute free of
charge.

-Jane C.L. Goichman, Member of “ Structure
of a City Government” Committee

THE GIFT THAT IS THE
PERFECT SIZE FOR
EVERYONE
LWVLA MEMBERSHIP

Call the League office (213-368-1616) to
purchase a gift membership ($75). A gift card
will be sent out to your friends and family in time
for the holidays.
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REMEMBERING
DORA HAYNES

| remember the day | first set foot in the League
office. It was in the 1960s, the office was
located on Crenshaw Blvd. and | was a brand
new member. As | entered the front door, my
eye immediately fell on a framed photograph of
awoman. The woman in the photograph was
Dora Haynes — the first president of the League
of Women Voters of Los Angeles.

Dora Fellows Haynes grew up in the coal
mining region of Pennsylvania. She met and
married John Randolph Haynes in 1882. After
their only child died of scarlet fever, the couple
moved to Los Angeles and became active in
the city’s civic and cultural affairs. In the 1890s,
John’s passion for social reforms gained
momentum and so did Dora’s. The progressive
movement was sweeping the country and Dora
became a charter member of the Friday
Morning Club, a discussion and service
organization that advocated for many causes,
including the establishment of kindergartens in
the public schools.

Dora’s main cause, however, was women’s
suffrage. She became one of the city’s leading
suffragists. After a losing battle in 1896, in 1911
California became the sixth state to grant
women’s suffrage.

In 1919, one year before ratification of the 19"
Amendment to the United States Constitution,
the League of Women Voters of Los Angeles
was founded and Dora Haynes became its first
president. After ratification, Dora continued her
suffrage work, helping to found the League of
Women Voters of California as well as many
local Leagues throughout the state.

Although in declining health, Dora found the
time and energy to lead the League of Women
Voters of Los Angeles and continue her
involvement with the Friday Morning Club. In
1926, she and her husband established the
John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes
Foundation, and LWVLA has received ongoing
support from the Foundation ever since.
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We honor the memory of our founder, Dora
Fellows Haynes, whose foresight made the
League of Women Voters of Los Angeles a
powerful force for good government in our city.
And we are grateful to the Haynes Foundation
for its generous grants which made possible the
fifth edition of Los Angeles: Structure of a City
Government.

-Renee Chanon, Co-Chair LWVLA Ed Fund
Fundraising Committee

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS TIP #5

“The state of individual emergency
preparedness in the Los Angeles area is
lacking. Many people have not thought about
what actions they will need to take in order to
recover normal operations in their homes,
businesses and schools.”

Insurance Coverage- Review your insurance
policies and talk to your insurance agent. Don't
assume that the government will cover any
losses that your insurance does not cover To
understand what assistance might be available
by the government go to the FEMA website at
http://www.fema.gov and click on Disaster
Assistance or call 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) and
request information on Disaster Assistance.

The Insurance Information Institute can also
provide information pamphlets on various types
of insurance. Their website is http://www.iii.org,
or call 212-346-5500.

Specific information on California Insurance
Codes can be found at http:
[Imwww.leginfo.ca.qgov, click on Insurance Codes.

-Lynn Lowry, Project Coordinator
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PROM COMMITTEE
IS ON THE MOVE

PROM stands for Public Relations, Outreach,
Membership — three areas for which there are no
separate committees, nor individual leadership.

PROM is currently drafting a theory statement
which will keep the committee focused on who we
are, what we do, who our constituents are, and
who our primary and secondary partners are. We
will use technology and tools to promote
Program, Voter Services, and Action Committees
while clarifying the vision and long range goals of
the PROM committee.

We intend to increase the pool of talent and
resources within our membership, through
outreach to greater Los Angeles. Recruiting new
members to forge strategic alliances with like-
minded organizations. The theory statement
includes identifying existing tools and resources
to help us establish a plan flexible enough to
withstand change and firm enough to support
committee development from a one-year plan into
a three-year, and eventually a five-year plan.

Challenges and plans include the following:

» We will develop a one-issue-per-year VOTER
that targets a non-member audience. Its
purpose is to showcase, through photographs,
captions and articles, LWV Los Angeles’ value
to the community.

» We will maximize membership and visibility
opportunities this election season by using
promotional information designed by LWVUS.
» Membership drives will be Oct.-Dec. and
May-June. During these periods the VOTER
will feature information on membership. Gift
cards will be created and enclosed in new
member materials for "gift memberships.”

» We will make our membership category
information consistent on all printed materials.
» We plan to produce a "Highlights of the
Month" message of what LWVLA has done, and
plans to do, to be sent to nonmembers as an
awareness-raising and recruitment tool.

Anyone interested in joining the committee to
take on a specific task is welcome.
-Lynn Crandall, PROM Committee Member
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MEMBERSHIP
We welcome
Sarah Burns Janet Cupples
Muriel Caddell Barbara Freilich
Judith Jordan Ron Galperin
Katherine Green  Sophia Feng Pu
Sandra Trutt

CONTRIBUTIONS
GENERAL CONTRIBUTION

Eloise Logan

EDUCATION FUND

Keith Comrie
Sharon Klein
Joy Picus
Connie Schiff
J. Leslie Waxman

CIVIC SOCIETY

Renee Chanon
Betty Marsh
Joy Picus
Gerald & Bette Sallus

LOIS FELDHEYM FUND

Sharon Klein

TRIBUTES

In honor of Dr. William Sloane’s 65"
birthday by Nancy & Marvin Martin

We mourn the passing of longtime

members
Joan Palevsky and Judy Silverstein

The League of Women Voters of Los Angeles
3250 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1005
Los Angeles, CA 90010

LWVLA President: Liza White

Administrative Director: Ellen Glettner

VOTER Editor: Lynn Crandall

Phone: (213) 368-1616

Fax: (213) 368-1615
Proofreaders: Jean Cohen & Ruth Horgan
Production Assistant: Nima Long

Email: info@Iwvlosangeles.org
Copy deadline: First Tuesday of each month
Website: www. lwvlosangles.org
E-mail copy to: ad@lwvlosangeles.org

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization open
to all men and women. The League’s purpose is to promote
political responsibility through informed and active participation in
government and to act on selected governmental issues.




