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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Hello All, 
 

Welcome back from our annual summer break. It has 

been nice to have the long days and the time off from 

regular League Unit meetings. LWVLA hasn’t 

completely rested, however. 
 

Executive Director Raquel Beltrán has been busy with 

the necessary paperwork and arrangements for the recent 

transitions in Leadership and Board positions at the 

League and the Education Fund. Raquel and 

Administrative Assistant Loretta Adikhai helped put 

together a convivial LWVLA Board retreat held in July. 

At the retreat, the Board calendared meetings for the rest 

of the July-to-June year, and set dates for League Days 

as well. Regular monthly Board meetings will be on 

Friday mornings this year.  One of the League Days is 

for ―a subject to be named later‖ -- more on that below. 
 

The study from last League year of Los Angeles city 

finance and pensions, and the resulting LWVLA 

position, has turned out to be quite timely. Pension 

liabilities pose major fiscal and civic challenges right 

now and in the long term. Although the subject often 

fails to capture the eyes and ears of policymakers and the 

public, if the city goes bankrupt, people will probably 

wish that they’d paid more attention. Leadership of 

LWVLA and the Los Angeles Area Chamber of 

Commerce met in August to start a collaboration on the 

issue. Elizabeth Ralston and Jane Goichman joined me 

at the meeting, and started working with representatives 

of the Chamber to develop a joint statement of principles 

on the subject. As planned, a League-Chamber working 

group will be coordinating public input to pension fund 

boards and the City Council, and monitoring 

developments. 
 

Updated League calendars should be included in this 

issue of the LWVLA VOTER. If they extend to March, 

you may note that March 13 has been set aside for a 

League Day without a subject. The ―subject to be named 

later‖ will probably be either ―Census‖ or ―Parking.‖ 

The 2010 Census will be a major concern for the L.A. 

area, with implications for political representation as 

well as government funding. The League will have a role 

in the effort to ensure that everyone who should be 

counted is counted.  … continued on page 7 
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A NEW APPROACH TO THE VOTER 
 

As approved at LWVLA's Annual Meeting in June, the 

VOTER this year will have a new look and a new 

schedule. There will be six issues instead of the 

traditional ten. Each issue will focus on one theme, with 

the scheduled publication date tied to that theme. In 

some cases, the focus will be retrospective so that we 

can tell you in more detail what actions we’ve taken as a 

result of previous studies. We will continue to bring you 

traditional features such as Upcoming Events, the 

President’s Letter, names of donors and new members, 

and memorials. 
 

The VOTER will stand alone and no longer serve as a 

'wrap-around' for our meeting calendar and other inserts. 

Instead, we will send out a one-page flyer each month by 

first class to insure that members receive meeting notices 

and announcements of special events, 
 

To better allow us to take advantage of new publishing 

tools, the look of the VOTER will evolve through the 

year. Changes may be gradual to allow us to experiment 

a little and see what works best for our membership. 
 

The theme of this issue is ―Starting the New Year.‖ We 

present an overview of programs that have been planned 

for the 2009-2010 year, an update to our ongoing Los 

Angeles Police Department (LAPD) study, and an 

overview of elections and accompanying Voter Service 

that will occur through June 2010. In addition, our 

Membership Chair, Sandra Trutt, offers suggestions on 

how to bring in more new members this year. 
 

We’ll also bring you brief highlights of what is 

happening at LWVUS, LWVC, and LWVLAC since the 

National, State, and County Leagues are no longer 

publishing printed newsletters. For those who welcome 

more in-depth information, our on-line edition will 

include more links so that you can read more about the 

issues we cite. 
 

The next issue will be available in early November. 

-- Jo Anne Aplet 

VOTER Editor 

 PROGRAM BRAINSTORM 
 

A wonderful group of League members met in July to 

try out ideas and offer suggestions for the 2009-2010 

discussion meetings (units) and League Day offerings. 

Although many of the calendared items are yet to be 

confirmed, we did hash out a tentative calendar. 
 

We will start off the year with another view of health 

care, ―Vote with Your Fork!‖ Although the health news 

of the day is concentrated on the institutional programs 

being considered in Congress, this documentary relates 

specifically to what we are doing to ourselves—and 

what is being done to us without our paying attention. 

Many feel that preventive actions would reduce our 

health care costs greatly. Our many League positions on 

sustainable land use, responsible use of natural 

resources, sustainable agriculture, and actions to reduce 

the use of toxic chemicals on the farm demonstrate ,that 

League members are eager to take responsibility for 

themselves and their environment. This presentation will 

provide ―food for thought‖. 
 

October will be the culmination of the two-year Los 

Angeles Police Department (LAPD) Update. We will 

review the Consent Decree, the Special Order 40, 

Operational Changes, and the gang relationships within 

the LAPD and the city. We are also proposing a League 

Day panel on gangs in Los Angeles and a special tour of 

the new LAPD headquarters downtown. More later! 
 

In subsequent months, we will be completing the 

Education study, reporting on the Census 2010 program, 

and, of course, holding Voters Service programs. In 

January we will discuss ideas and suggestions for both 

National and County programs, so start thinking now!! 
 

Many other ideas, such as studies and programs on 

redistricting, revising the California budget process, and 

changing the initiative process, were suggested. We will 

consider them when volunteers appear to help present 

the materials. Please join the Program Committee to 

share your ideas and help keep LWVLA reaching out to 

the community! 

-- Jean Thomson & Margie Engel 

Program Co-Chairs  

 

KUDOS: On August 8, Sunland-Tujunga Unit Chair 

Shirley Kellstrom and her daughter, Nanci Caillouet, 

staffed a League ‘table-top’ at a CD2 Candidate Forum. 

They registered voters and distributed literature from 

League, L.A. City, & L.A. County. Sponsors were Sunland-

Tujunga Alliance & Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood 

Council; moderators were Ron Kaye & Jill Stewart. 
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LWV IS JUST ABOUT VOTING -- 

ISN'T IT? 
 

Well, no, it is so much more! 

 We encourage informed and active participation in 

government. 

 We work to increase understanding of major public 

policy issues. 

 We influence public policy through education and 

advocacy. 

This is our mission, of course, but we also hold Pros & 

Cons meetings to inform the public about propositions 

during elections. After studying and researching an 

issue, we reach consensus at area gatherings. We are 

then able to take positions on certain ballot measures and 

advocate for their passage or defeat. Redistricting is one 

of our big successes. Its conception was League-

inspired, it was approved by voters at the 2008 general 

election, and we are now in the process of encouraging 

local citizens to apply for membership on the 

commission to implement Proposition 11. 
 

We sponsor candidate forums, without taking sides. We 

provide speakers on ballot and policy issues to 

community groups. We register citizens to vote. We 

monitor elections and fight for understandable ballot 

language. We print the "Easy Voter Guide" which helps 

voters decide how to vote on propositions. We sponsor 

www.smartvoter.org, which lists a wealth of information 

about candidates and elections, elected representatives, 

and how to contact your officials.  
 

In addition, the League offers information through the 

National LWV website, www.lwv.org, where members 

can sign up for discussion groups on Health Care, 

Climate Change, Death Penalty Abolition, Campaign 

Finance Reform, Civil Liberties, Public Education and 

the United Nations. Members can also find out about 

other League activities throughout the U.S.  Information 

on LWV California is available at www.ca.lwv.org, and 

on LWVLA at www.lwvlosangeles.org. 
 

Let’s remember to tell people we meet, as well as our 

friends and families, about the great work that the LWV 

does. Don't keep it a secret. 

-- Sandra Trutt, Membership Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Last year our study of the Los Angeles Police 

Department (LAPD) included information about the 

federal Consent Decree that had been imposed on the 

Department after the Rampart scandal. The decree was 

agreed to between the city and the federal Department of 

Justice. It went into effect June 15, 2001, presumably for 

five years. A federal judge was appointed to oversee the 

decree, and an outside ―Independent Monitor‖ func- 

tioned as the monitoring agency. 
 

The Department had to show ongoing compliance for a 

period of two years to nine major concerns, basically for 

civil rights integrity, critical incident documentation and 

review, management of gang units and confidential 

informant programs, community outreach, etc. The 

decree was extended several times. 
 

Citing the large expense of this decree, the Department, 

the LA Police Protective League, and Department of 

Justice argued before the judge that nearly all of the 

requirements had been met, and those items remaining 

could be handled by the internal Inspector General. 

During the years the decree was in force, approximately 

$50 million was spent on the necessary computer 

systems, staffing was increased to handle the database 

and necessary reporting, and the Independent Monitor 

received about $13 million. 
 

On July 17, 2009, the judge agreed to lift the decree, but 

accepted a transitional agreement whereby LAPD will be 

required to report on its reform progress to the Police 

Commission, and the judge will keep jurisdiction over 

the agreement. The internal Inspector General will 

oversee the full implementation of some still incomplete 

or recently finished reforms. There are still claims of 

racial profiling levied against officers, and there is the 

controversial financial disclosure policy that has not 

been resolved with the officers who have access to cash, 

drugs, and other contraband. Potential abuses of the gang 

suppression units will continue to be monitored.  
 

All in all, the LAPD uttered a sigh of relief at the 

announcement. Thus, Chief Bratton feels he has 

accomplished what he set out to do when appointed, and 

it is now time to move on. He announced that he will 

retire at the end of October 2009, confident that the 

LAPD has been reformed and is well on its way to 

satisfying all of the Consent Decree mandates. 

-- Jean Thomson, LAPD Study Committee Chair 
 

LAPD 

http://www.ca.lwv.org/
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  LEAGUE LINES  

 

NATIONAL 

 

League of Women Voters of the United States 

(LWVUS) Holds ñVirtualò Council (Excerpt from an 

article by Robbie Davis in the LWV Pasadena Area 

VOTER for Summer 2009. Robbie is Chair of the 

LWVUS Nominating Committee). 

 

In the year between national conventions, LWVUS 

traditionally holds a smaller gathering, called Council, in 

Washington, DC, for representatives from state and big 

city Leagues. Because of fiscal constraints, the LWVUS 

Board decided to try something new this year – a 

―virtual‖ Council. Instead of traveling to DC, delegates 

across the country used computers and telephones from 

their own homes or offices to access software running in 

the national office.  

 

The software allowed delegates to view presentations 

(both live and pre-recorded), address the plenary session, 

vote, and provide guidance to the Board. Instead of 

taking the usual two days, all business was completed in 

three hours on Saturday, June 13. Forty-four states, plus 

Hong Kong and the US Virgin Islands, were represented 

in the meeting – a significantly larger number than have 

attended a ―normal‖ Council. 

 
Besides substantially lowering expenses for the 

delegates, the new process allowed many more local 

League members to observe. They could not participate 

in the proceedings or vote, but they could still view 

everything that went on. 

 

LWVLA members interested in seeing how ―virtual‖ 

Council worked can listen to the proceedings at the For 

Members area of www.lwv.org. You can also view the 

entire article by Robbie Davis, as well as the rest of the 

Summer 2009 edition of the Pasadena Area VOTER, at 

www.lwvpasadenaarea.org/summervoter.pdf. 

 

 

STATE 
 

The League of Women Voters of California (LWVC) 

has been interviewing State officials this summer and 

speaking out on a number of issues confronting 

California. Education continues to be a high priority 

issue. Go to www.ca.lwv.org and follow links to subject 

areas of interest. 
 

LWVC is partnering with the Public Policy Institute of 

California to distribute the PPIC’s recent report: Closing 

the Gap: Meeting California’s Need for College 

Graduates. LWVLA members should have received 

their copies earlier this summer. In addition, LWVC is 

interviewing education officials regarding the future of 

education in the State, particularly in the face of severe 

budget problems. 
 

 
 

LWVC has also been actively speaking out on state 

budget and fiscal reform issues. The LWVC website 

reports that the budget and governance crisis in 

Sacramento has led to devastating cuts in vital services, 

saddled California with the lowest state bond rating in 

the country, and brought national attention to the long-

running dysfunction in our state’s budget process. The 

League believes that without serious reform of the 

state’s budgetary and fiscal processes — such as 

changing the two-thirds vote rule for budget approval 

and revenue increases, and establishing a fair and 

efficient tax structure based on ability to pay — 

California will continue its downward slide. 
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WHAT LIES AHEAD FOR 

VOTER SERVICE IN 2009-2010? 

 

 

 

 

 

In his first President's Message, David Holtzman 

foresaw a year with fewer elections and a 'rest' for Voter 

Service. It's true that the presidential election of 

November 2008 and the L.A. municipal elections of 

March and May 2009 were 'biggies' topped off by the 

May 19, 2009 Statewide Special Election, but LWVLA 

is looking ahead to at least five election days in 2009-10.  
 

September 2009 will bring two special elections for a 

number of LWVLA members in districts where 'rolling 

vacancies' have occurred: September 1 in California 

State Assembly District 51, and September 22 in L.A. 

City Council District 2. With six challengers for Curren 

Price's seat and ten challengers for Wendy Greuel's seat, 

runoffs are likely on November 3 and December 8, 

respectively. We're hoping that all candidates will avail 

themselves of free webspace at SmartVoter.org and 

record podcast interviews with one of our interns. 
 

November 3, 2009 brings the UDEL (Uniform District 

Election Law) elections in over a hundred jurisdictions 

throughout Los Angeles County. Some of these are in 

LWVLA's eight-city Voter Service area. Local candidate 

forums -- co-sponsored by PTA -- are a strong 

possibility, with school board elections being held in the 

Beverly Hills, Culver City, and Las Virgenes Districts. 

Of these, Culver City's looks the most exciting. Six 

candidates have filed for three offices, with no

 

 

 

 
 

Incumbents running, so the five-member board will have 

a new majority. Culver City will also vote on a new 

parcel tax to support local schools. Beverly Hills has 

four candidates for two offices, with one incumbent 

running. Las Virgenes has four candidates for three 

offices, with one incumbent running. Agoura Hills and 

Westlake Village may hold municipal elections, but as 

of this writing none of their City Council positions are 

contested. 
 

Culver City holds its municipal election on April 13, 

2010, along with about fifteen other contrarian cities in 

L.A. County. So "That’s All, Folks!" until June 8's 

Gubernatorial Primary, when you can expect a whole 

raft of statewide ballot measures. This will be Voter 

Service's major thrust of the year, but we'll keep in 

practice on the September, November, and April 

elections. Expect to hear about training opportunities for 

new 'Pros & Cons' speakers and candidate forum 

volunteers. Moderators, question sorters, and time 

keepers all have important roles to play. 
 

Barring unforeseen changes in the Unit Program 

schedule, March will see a round of Smart Voter demos 

-- well timed to help LWVLA members get the most out 

of future elections. 

-- Frances Talbott-White 

Voter Service Chair 

 

WELCOME BACK! 
 

We hope you enjoyed your summer activities and feel refreshed and excited about returning to League activities. 

YOU are our most important asset. Thank you for your involvement with LWVLA, which, in turn, motivates others 

to keep doing their part to make real changes in our community. 
 

Here is a list of ñlittle thingsò each of us can do to attract new members. These simple ideas will help recruit new 

members and retain current members. 

 Include a membership message in your e-mail electronic signature. It's easy to add and reaches everyone you e-

mail effortlessly 

 Always have a membership brochure with you, and be prepared to ask someone to join. 

 Mingle at the next community event you attend; don’t just sit with League members. 

 Designate members to be membership ambassadors or ―greeters‖ at the next League event. Their role will be to 

make new members and potential new members feel welcome. 

 Ask new members to get involved with an issue study group or other one-time project. 

 Wear League buttons to all events so Leaguers are easily identifiable and can be approached by those who are 

interested in learning about LWVLA. 

-- Sandra Trutt 

Membership Chair 
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REMEMBERING 

HANNAH REDMOND 
 

In June, the League lost one of its longest serving and 

most dedicated members, Hannah Redmond. Hannah 

was beloved by all who knew her, but particularly by the 

Palisades Unit, which she had served in many capacities, 

including unit chair. Most recently she was the unit’s 

membership chair, and we all remember her beautiful 

smiling face at the door greeting old and new members 

alike. 
 

Born in 1909, she would have been 100 in another four 

months. Hannah married Rod in 1944 on the day after 

D-Day, and joined the LWVLA in 1948. She had earlier 

belonged to the League in Missouri during the 1930s 

after graduating from the University of Missouri. 

Unfortunately, there’s no documentation of this period 

because LWVUS records do not extend that far back and 

local League paper records no longer exist in the 

Missouri town where she joined. Hannah was probably a 

League member for about 70 years.  
 

She served on the LWVLA Board of Directors in 

various capacities, and was Chair of the Nominating 

Committee that selected Renee Chanon as President. 

Born before women had gained the vote, she valued the 

right highly throughout her life and advocated for 

informed and active participation of voters in their 

government.  

 

Her daughter, Jane Mueller, who has been a member of 

the Fremont League for 33 years, recalls that from the 

time she was little, her mother took her with her when 

she voted. She also remembered how people called 

before each election day to ask for Hannah’s advice on 

local and state measures. Jane continued to consult with 

her mother every year, including last year, before 

deciding how to cast her own vote. 
 

Hannah’s lifelong dedication to the League was 

demonstrated in 2008 when she made a substantial 

bequest from the Rod Redmond Trust to the LWVLA 

Education Fund. Her family honored her dedication to 

the League by asking in both the obituary which 

appeared in the Palisadian Post and in the program for 

her memorial service at the Santa Monica Unitarian 

Church in July that all contributions in her memory be 

made to the League of Women Voters of Los Angeles 

-- Jo Anne Aplet 

 Member, Palisades Unit. 
 

 
 

Hannah Redmond -- 1909 - 2009 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Education Fund 

Dorothy Curtis, Siegrun Fox Freyss,  

Bernice North, Barbara G. Scheibel, 

Sybil W. Stoller, Florence Verger,  

J. Leslie Waxman 
 

Education Fund/Ralphs Donors 

Raquel Beltrán, Renee Chanon,  

Jane Goichman, Robert Hadley, Lynn Lipinski, Janet 

Maker, June Payne, Kathleen Stokes,  

Sandra Wolber 
 

Civic Society Donors  

Nancy Arnheim, Renee Chanon, Gerald Sallus 
 

LWVLA Donors 
Cindy O’Connor, Sotirios Tetradis & Sarah Dry,  

Alfred O. Trumpler 
 

Tributes 

In memory of Marvin Martin, husband of  

Nancy Martin, from Joy & Gerry Picus 
 

In memory of Hannah Redmond, from Jean F. Cohen, 

Shirley Friedman-Chase, Marjorie B. Lux, June 

Payne, Don & Karen Reinfurt, Fay Samulon,  

Gloria Schmidt, Betty Young, the Young Family 

(Susan, Deborah, & Randy), Rosalyn Zakheim & 

Gayle Dukelow 
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MEMBERSHIPS 
 

New Members 

Colleen Haggerty, Helen Peterson,  

Carolan J. Smyth 
 

Sustaining Members 

Jean F. Cohen, Beth S. Meltzer,  

Siegrun Fox Freyss, Hermalee Schmidt 

 

President’s Letter, continued…  
But ―Parking,‖ you say? Well, that’s a subject on which 

almost everybody has an opinion. Parking is regulated at 

the local level, and our municipal diversity could be an 

asset if our members who live in Beverly Hills, 

Calabasas, and Culver City, and in unincorporated areas 

of L.A. County, would care to share experiences and 

suggestions with those of us from the big sprawling city. 

A League Day on Parking could be a prequel to a formal 

study of the issue, or simply an event to help members 

get policymakers’ ears. 
 

Speaking of ears, new L.A. City Councilmember Paul 

Koretz once told me that he got rid of a car because he 

couldn’t stop it from honking every time he used the 

remote control to lock the doors after parking. Should 

such ―unnecessary use of horn‖ be grounds for a parking 

ticket someday? If the Census is running smoothly, 

maybe we’ll talk about that in March. 

-- David A. Holtzman 

President 

 
 

JUNE LAGMAY NAMED L.A. CITY CLERK  
 

In between two contentious municipal elections last 

spring, June Lagmay was quietly welcomed as Los 

Angeles’ new City Clerk. In July, she presided at her 

first meeting of the L.A. Votes Committee, where 

LWVLA is represented among a number of community 

organizations interested in the election process. 
 

―I am extremely honored to have been selected by the 

Mayor, and I have every intention of validating his 

faith,‖ Ms. Lagmay said. ―The Office of City Clerk can 

and will become an engaged, streamlined, energetic city 

operation providing an elite level of service to all 

departments and to all residents of Los Angeles.‖ 
 

Ms. Lagmay possesses 28 years experience with the City 

of Los Angeles. For the majority of those years, she 

worked as Mayor’s Legislative Coordinator under three 

consecutive administrations. She also has experience in 

the City Clerk’s Office, where she worked for six years.  

TOWN HALL L.A. EDUCATION FORUM 
 

Education reform was the theme of a day-long 

conference hosted on July 14 by Town Hall Los Angeles 

at the National Center for the Preservation of 

Democracy.  Education Study Committee Co-chairs 

Fran Lapides and Ida Mae Windham attended along with 

LWVLA Intern Jane Kutepova. 
 

After a welcome by Town Hall L.A. President Jon P. 

Goodman, PhD, three panels were presented. Panel I, 

"Bright Spots in Education," was moderated by Eli 

Broad. Panelists Gary Mangiofico of Los Angeles 

Universal Preschool; Peggy O'Brien of Washington D.C. 

Public Schools; and  Paul Pastorek, Louisiana State 

Superintendent of Education, discussed charter schools, 

mayoral control, and state control of schools. 
 

Luncheon speaker was Jack O'Connell, California 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. His theme, 

"California: The State of Education?", held special 

meaning in the midst of state budget deliberations. Many 

attendees shared his concern with cuts being considered. 
 

Panel II, "The 21st Century Workforce", was moderated 

by LWVLA’s Fran Lapides. Panelists Lisa Barrett of 

Teaching Fellow Programs, Matthew Kramer of Teach 

for America, and Ellen Moir of The New Teacher Center 

shared their positive feelings about future teachers. All 

saw a need to focus on a comprehensive teacher evalua-

tion system and recognition of best teachers. 
 

Jed Wallace, President of the California Charter Schools 

Association, moderated Panel III, "New Solutions to Old 

Problems: The Charter School Model." He felt charter 

schools were comparable in API scores, that there was 

quality of instruction and accountability. Panel members 

were Angela Bass, LAUSD Superintendent of 

Instruction, Paul F. Cummins, PhD, Founder & 

Executive Director of New Visions Foundation, and 

Michael D. Piscal, Founder and CEO of ICEF Public 

Schools.  
 

Ms. Bass called for revising systems and structures 

along the lines of LAUSD’s ―I Design Schools‖ 

program. Prof. Cummins lamented that poor teaching 

conditions were driving teachers away. He advocates a 

hybrid of public and private (nonprofit) funding. Mr. 

Piscal wants greater accountability for LAUSD. He says 

if a charter school is no good, it should be closed, and if 

a public school is no good, it should be closed, as well. 
 

Many thanks go to Town Hall L.A. for hosting such 

worthwhile programs and involving the League of 

Women Voters. 

    -- Ida Mae Windham 

Education Co-Chair 


