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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
THE LION AND THE LEAGUE

March, like the lion it purports to be, brought our
League successes as well as some challenges.
For five years the members of our Education
Fund’'s Fundraising Committee have produced a
Leadership Awards Dinner (Leadership Awards
Dinner Sparkles, page 9) that creates funding for
our League and a forum for sharing what the
League accomplishes with many non-League
members. The leaders we celebrate are often
those who don't appear in the social klieg lights,
but whose impact on our community is huge.
Enjoy the article and photos of a great evening.
On behalf of us all, | thank those who work all
year for our financial benefit as well as many of
you who find your way to support this work.

Another success you will read about (An April
Election, page 4) is the candidates forum
presented by our Culver City unit for Culver
City’s April election. It was produced with
League sensitivity to fairness as well as
technologic  expertise in  delivering the
information to the most citizens. We are
reminded that the League of Women Voters of
Los Angeles has other cities beyond Los
Angeles within its umbrella of voter services --
Agoura Hills, Beverly Hills, Calabasas, San
Fernando Valley communities, West Hollywood
and Westlake Village. These are communities
with unique and diverse issues that create
opportunities for League participation and
recognition. It would take just a few members in
each of these cities to create LWVLA units that,
like Culver City, could bring League expertise
and focus on these more local issues.

The challenge that is currently upon us is that
our Administrative Director, Kim Yang, has
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resigned her position. Kim has been with
LWLVLA since last June and left us April 18th.
She has brought her great talents to every area
of our League through her expertise with 21st
century technology, her ability to help formulate
policies and protocol, her deep support of our
mission and her sensitivity in managing an office
to service a hundred different needs. The
League has been enhanced by Kim’s presence
among us and as a member we look forward to
her continued participation in the future.

Kim’s departure means that, for the short term,
we will all need to be less reliant on the office for
assistance — being patient with e-mails or calls
that may not be immediately responded to. We
have convened a committee of excellent,
experienced members to search and hire Kim'’s
replacement. This committee will be well into its
work by the publication of this VOTER.

So April is here, and with it we know the
challenges of March will begin to look like the
opportunities of spring. Remember that our
June 7 Annual Meeting is a time to share your
views of these opportunities and challenges.
Your presence supports your Board of Directors
who gamely take on the program you set and
turn it into the advocacy and service for which
the League is known.

-- Liza White

New and Experienced

ANNUAL MEETING
JUNE 7, 2008
Sportsmen’s Lodge Hotel

Since you saved the date as requested in the las

VOTER - you may now fill in your reservation

form and send the check via the flyer inserted in
this VOTER.

A special request: to facilitate the handling of
reservations, please mark envelope:

LWVLA ATTN: Annual Meeting
3250 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1005
Los Angeles CA 90010

MAY 2008

GET THE INSIDE SCOOP:
OBSERVER CORPS LAUNCHED

LWVLA

What DO all those Los Angeles city
commissions and departments do, anyway? We
read about them in the news - sometimes - but
they are at work year-round setting and
overseeing the policies that, for example, control
lobbying at City Hall and development in your
neighborhood. Get the inside scoop and help the
League fulfill its mission - join the Observer
Corps.

On Thursday, March 13, the LWVLA Observer
Corps was officially launched with a Teach-In
coordinated by Margie Engel and Helene Terris.
Carol Slavin graciously joined us from the
County League to share her expertise along with
war stories accrued in her many years as a
League Observer. Also present at the training
session were Clementine Boblie, Fran Lapides,
Carlos Medina, Zhita Rhea, Elizabeth
Rossbacher, Jean Thomson, Sandra Trutt, Liza
White, Wilma Willis and Frances Zielinski.

Using “Observing Your Government In Action”, a
guide developed by the League of Women
Voters US, as a source, we discussed the ‘how
to’ of being an Observer.

What is the Observer Corps?

The Observer Corps is a structured way to
exercise our right to know by observing official
meetings of governmental bodies.

What Do Observers Do?

They regularly attend governmental meetings,
take notes on what is happening, and factually
report back to their committee or the Observer
Corps Coordinator. The consolidated information
from these Observer Reports go to the LWVLA
Board so that the Board can consider taking
action on issues for which we have positions.

What do Observers Never Do?

Observers are there only to gather information.
They are not there to actively participate in the
meeting.

What Will LWVLA Observe?
We should observe those committees which are
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taking up hot topics on which we have positions.
Some of the groups that were suggested as
relevant to observe are the Ethics Commission,
the City Council, the School Board, Rules and
Government  subcommittee, Neighborhood
Councils, LAPD, Prisons, City Planning, DWP,
and Metropolitan  Water  District.  Most
committees meet approximately once a month.

First and foremost, the Observer Corps plans to
have fun. We plan to meet periodically to share
experiences and hone our powers of
observation. If you'd like to join us, please
contact Margie Engel or Helene Terris at the
office: (213) 368-1616 or at
observercorps@Iwvlosangeles.org.
-- Helene Terris and Margie Engel
Interim Coordinators, Observer Corps
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LWVLA ADVOCATES INSTANT RUNOFF
VOTING (IRV)

Our League now advocates using Instant Runoff
Voting (IRV) for single-winner elections. At our
February unit meetings, we concurred on the
issue with the League of Women Voters
Pasadena Area (LWVPA).

Concurrence (agreeing with a position) is far
simpler than developing a consensus, because
with concurrence members vote yes or no on a
statement or position that's already been
adopted by another League. The IRV
concurrence built on the work of the Pasadena
Area League, which had extensively studied
election methods.

LWVLA VOTER

Votes (89% in favor) and discussion at the unit
meetings showed overwhelming sentiment
among LWVLA members that LWVLA should
concur with the LWVPA position on IRV.

IRV provides a majority winner in a single
election, unlike the two-round runoff system our
city elections use now. (The two-round system
consists of a first round "primary" followed, only
if no candidate got a majority, by a separate
runoff election between the top two vote-getters.)
In an IRV contest, voters rank candidates they
choose to vote for, in preference order (1st
choice, 2nd choice, 3rd choice, and so on), on
single ballots. In this way, voters communicate —
with no need to cast more ballots — whom they
would like to vote for if their top choices are
eliminated before a runoff.

When counting begins, each ballot counts as a
vote for its voter's first choice. If a candidate has
a majority of the votes, that candidate is the
winner. If no candidate got a majority of first
choice votes, however, one candidate (the one
who has the fewest votes) is eliminated, and
everybody's ballot now counts as a vote for their
top choice who is still in the election. In practice,
if the ballots have been sorted into piles by 1st
choice candidate, most of the ballots stay where
they are, but each ballot from the eliminated
candidate's pile is moved to the pile for its voter's
next choice. Once again, if a candidate has a
majority of the votes, that candidate is the
winner.

And once again, if no candidate has a majority, a
candidate (the one who now has the fewest
votes) is eliminated. And once again, each
ballot counts for its top choice who is still in the
election. And once again, in practice, this only
involves moving ballots from the eliminated
candidate's pile. The process continues,
counting each ballot for its top choice who is still
in the election — if your top choice candidate is
not eliminated, your ballot always counts for that
candidate — until a candidate does get a
majority of the votes in the election.

The LWVPA position we concurred with is to
have "Advocacy of Instant Runoff Voting for
single seat elections" as part of the League's
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local program. This position covers single-
winner elections for all branches of government.
It is broader than the League of Women Voters
of California (LWVC) position supportive of IRV,
because the LWVC position only refers to
executive offices. (As such, we could not use
the LWVC position to advocate using IRV in
elections for seats on the Los Angeles City
Council, which is a legislature.)

The concurrence process began last year, when
the topic of IRV emerged as a priority from the
program planning meeting. At the Annual
Meeting, members approved making IRV, and
possible concurrence with LWVPA on the issue,

part of our program. -
et
Each unit meeting ’—Dﬂﬂ

was treated to a | CEARS

mock IRV election
for "Muppet City
Councilmember"
from the imaginary
16th District. The
mock elections
used a set of pre-
voted ballots, to
which attendees
could add their own ranked-choice votes. Ernie
the Muppet won all the mock elections (by as
little as one vote!), although Ms. Piggy received
the plurality (but always less than 40%) of first-
choice votes.

The new position is timely. On the same day the
LWVLA Board accepted the concurrence, the
Los Angeles City Council Rules and Government
Committee began considering a long-awaited
report by the City Clerk, which recommends
using IRV to fill Council vacancies. Now that
IRV is being considered in Council, our League
will advocate using it for all city elections.
-- David Holtzman, IRV Program Chair
& Westside Evening Unit Chair

WAS THIS NEWSLETTER LATE TO YOUR
MAILBOX? Please report very late delivery of
your VOTER newsletter to LWVLA at

(213) 368-1616. Help us track late deliveries.
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AN APRIL ELECTION

To bridge that quiet gap between elections in
February and June of 2008, Culver City held its
regular biennial Municipal Election April 8. Along
with about a dozen other cities from Lancaster to
Long Beach and Avalon to Whittier, Culver City
has consistently felt that an unusual election
cycle rivets the attention of its voters in a way
that would not happen if they were voting for
other offices at the same time.

This year, nine candidates filed to replace the
three incumbents who were termed out,
presaging a drastic change in the five-member
City Council. Measure W was also on the ballot
asking for a decision on modernization of the
city’s Utility User Tax. All this in a city that voted
itself a major charter reform in 2006. As of this
writing, we have another week to go before the
votes come in, and results will be posted at
SmartVoter.org.

LWVLA’'s Culver City Unit presented a highly
successful City Council Candidate Forum on
March 18 with all but one candidate
participating. Evon Gotlieb was guest moderator.
In a small town like Culver City, voters do not
like to feel that anyone with a vested interest is
running their forum. Question collection started
at the February Unit meeting and continued
through the evening of the forum, where Letha
Kemper sorted questions and a number of
impartial community members and high school
students assisted with timing, ushering and
literature distribution. Live TV coverage was
supplemented by ‘video-on-demand’ webcast at
CulverCity.org and through a link to Smart Voter.

Since most of Culver City’'s League members
endorse candidates, they cannot take a public
part in the forum, but they turn out during the
last week in March for the annual Mayor’s
Luncheon where much politicking is done and a
‘State of the City’ address is enjoyed by
representative  of over 50 community
organizations.

Please remember that LWVLA's Voter Service
area includes a number of small cities besides
Culver City. Agoura Hills, Beverly Hills,
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Calabasas, San Fernando, West Hollywood and
Westlake Village are notable examples. We
hope the coming year will bring news of their
election activities and close collaboration with
LWVLA's other Voter Service activities.
-- Frances Talbott-White
Director of Voter Service

CARBON OFFSETS — WHAT IS YOUR
FOOTPRINT?

Are you treading lightly?
Or are you wearing
galoshes? We all have
considerable discretion in
terms of the size of our
environmental footprints —
including the size of our
personal carbon
footprints. PG&E has estimated that a typical
home in northern California emits 5.3 tons of
carbon dioxide (CO2) annually. And that's not
counting the CO2 from our personal vehicles or
airplane trips.

Even before the California Air Resources Board
issues its regulatory limits on greenhouse gas
emissions from major point-source polluters,
individuals and businesses can compensate for
their routine day-by-day carbon emissions. And
not just in a token way. Rather, it begins to look
like a major emerging national financial market
opportunity — the latest entrants into this arena
include major financial and legal institutions,
such as Morgan Stanley and Beveridge and
Diamond.

This new financial product is called a Carbon
Offset. In California the agency charged with
validating a registered offset is the California
Carbon Action Registry (CCAR). This non-profit,
public-private partnership has been verifying and
registering carbon mitigation activities for the
past seven years. Nationally, a new entity is
becoming active, the Chicago Carbon Exchange
(CCX), which will function as a carbon
commodities market. It will bring buyers and
sellers together to define the prices and
conditions for acceptable contracts. The current
CCX price for offsetting a ton of CO2 is $1.80.

LWVLA VOTER

Just what is the nature of a carbon offset
project? It can be any activity that leads to a
reduction in CO2 or methane emissions. (Other
greenhouse gases are not presently included as
offset commodities.) The buyers and sellers
negotiate the conditions for each contract, and
these conditions must be such that emissions
reductions are real, verifiable, measurable,
additional and permanent. For there to be a
market, the reductions (or credits) must also be
monetized.

In California, there are only three types of
carbon early action projects for which
performance standards have been defined by
the Air Resources Board. These include forestry
“best practices” and improvements in how forest
lands are managed, and methane reductions at
dairies and at landfills. Such projects are
assessed by CCAR to attribute Carbon
Reduction Credits (CRCs) to each specific
project. It is possible that these credits may be
accrued to be used in future cap and trade
transactions, if the state institutes such a
program. Many carbon reduction projects also
have co-benefits, and the sponsors of those
projects are then in a position to advertise these
associated good deeds. Outside of CCAR, other
types of projects are acceptable, but each must
be validated by an accredited verification
specialist.

Since carbon offsets are presently entirely
voluntary, who are the purchasers? While |
certainly don’'t have a complete list of them, in
California they include: the Governor’s office,
Yahoo, Google, Whole Foods, Safeway and
PG&E. The rationale being given by these
entities is that they have an ethical responsibility
for addressing their contributions to climate
change. PG&E has also set up a Climate Smart
program to encourage its customers to purchase
offsets of the carbon emissions associated with
their own electric and natural gas use. The
customer funds are invested directly into either
methane capture at dairies or native forest
restoration.

Just what are the anticipated merits of this whole
endeavor? Quite simply, as Karen Douglas of
the Environmental Defense Fund puts it, carbon
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offsets may hold “transformative power” by
getting the unregulated sectors of our society to
acknowledge their roles and responsibilities in
addressing climate change. Furthermore,
investments in offsets will provide a funding
stream to foster incremental, and hopefully
innovative, approaches to reducing carbon
emissions.

Carbon offsets are expected to remain a
voluntary means for encouraging the
nonregulated parts of our society to address
greenhouse gas emissions. They certainly are
attractive in many ways. However, Chris Page,
Yahoo's “Climate Smart” person, recently posed
an important question deserving of near-term
attention: “Just where does energy efficiency fit
into the Carbon Offsets equation?”

The LWVC'’s Energy Committee is waiting for an
answer to her question.
-- Jane Turnbull
LWVC Energy Program Director

‘| | POLICE Update

At our Annual Meeting in 2007, LWVLA
members elected to review and potentially
update our 1992 study of the Los Angeles Police
Department and its Board of Commissioners.
Our first study was in 1978, with an update in
1992 in response to the Charter Revision. Now
we are embarking upon a current update to
review the changes that have taken place since
1992—focusing on (1) changes in the role of
LAPD post 9/11 (hometown vs. homeland
security), (2) the status of the Consent Decree,
(3) current community policing outreach
programs and (4) LAPD's role in enforcing
immigration laws.

To begin our review of the LAPD, we began with
a “Lunch with League” discussion with the
Assistant Chief of LAPD, Jim McDonnell, and a
tour of the brand new Scientific Investigation
Division (SID) Crime Lab facilities in early
December.

MAY 2008

In March with the able assistance of Lucy
Eisenberg and Patty McNally and two interns,
Jackie Messiha and Sarah Balboa, we
discussed the topics above at LA city unit
meetings, reviewing the department in more
detail.

The members seem to have appreciated
clarification of the Consent Decree and what is
involved in completing its terms before it will be
lifted. There were many questions about what
financial information is required by other
governmental or public organizations and how
public the information would be.

Homeland security was difficult to get a handle
on. Though it was stressed that this is generally
a cooperative effort among many law
enforcement and public safety agencies, most
members felt that airports and harbors have
been receiving the most attention. There was an
underlying feeling that perhaps the “fear factor”
promoted through the media was
overshadowing the actual security problems.
Many felt that the media so concentrates on the
negative events that we don’'t get a balanced
picture of our safety. Another concern was not
knowing of any evacuation plans. Many thought
that narcotics and gangs were more of a threat
than any other homeland security problem.
Individual emergency preparedness has
slackened off. Information about appropriate
plans and materials available was handed out.

Experiences with changes relating to community
policing were mixed. Most were aware of the
LAPD efforts to become involved in the
community, Neighborhood Watch, etc. Though
many had knowledge of some of the programs
of the LAPD, it was helpful for members to see
how many more involvement opportunities there
are. Members were also encouraged to check
out the www.lapdonline.org website to find out
what is going on in the city as well as in their
own neighborhoods. Incidents appear to have
police responding from many parts of the city.
We had some anecdotal comments about length
of response time and lack of police presence
near schools, etc. Some experienced a decline
in police attention when moving to a different
district. Others indicated that the LAPD statistics

continued p. 7



MAY 2008

continued from p. 6

and reports reach them through their
Neighborhood Councils or Homeowner’'s
Associations.

Special Order 40 was explained and most
understood its purpose. However, since most of
the League members are not in immigrant
areas, they felt they could not accurately reflect
experiences with this group and thought we
should get more information from other areas.

L1
Some questions came /ﬂ‘* X
up which needed to be §= — =
ified — ———
clarified Q /

1. We presented the fact that the demographics
of LAPD officers and those of the city are
similar. However, questions regarding
gender were not presented at that time. The
gender demographics for LAPD are — female
18.6% vs. 81.4% male. No breakdown re:
gender or race by ranking of officers is
available yet.

2. A confusion arose about the cards each
officer must fill out. A Field Interview Card
is to be filled out for any contact or a stop of
any kind. This includes the person’s name,
address, description (including descent),
reason for the stop, description of vehicle if
one involved, etc. In addition, personal
descriptive information may be included
relating to “persons with subject.” A Field
Data Report (FDR) is mandated by the
Consent Decree and is sent to the specific
audit committee. This is used for any
“investigative stop”, where there is a
suspicion of unlawful activity. For the FDR
the information of the Field Interview Card is
expanded and requires the race of the
person stopped, as well as including why
person was stopped, was he/she taken out
of the car, who else was involved, etc.
Summary Reports from these cards are
available online. One of the purposes is to
review racial profiling. Neither of these
documents report whether a person has
legal or illegal status — just the race or
national origin.

-- Jean Thomson
Chair, LAPD Study
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ON THE VERGE OF ELECTION REFORM?

Remember the embarrassingly low turnout in
Los Angeles’ 2007 Municipal Election? Since
then, LWVLA has spent nearly a year keeping a
close and anxious watch on developments in the
area of election procedures at City Hall.

The abysmal May runoff led to June’s serious
guestioning of election processes, followed by a
summer swamped in detail. Then fall’'s reporting
on research and policies nourished a winter of
analysis and finally culminated in the emergence
of spring’s conclusion that Vote by Mail and
Instant Runoff Voting might work in spite of
everything. All our leaders wanted was another
60 days to bring the wheel full circle and
formulate the necessary charter revisions —
possibly in time to go to the voters as early as
November 2008.

Simultaneously, LWVLA was making progress
on several fronts. It was a great year to launch
the Election Integrity Committee while moving
toward a historic concurrence on Instant Runoff
Voting for single-seat elections — the very kind
that Los Angeles always conducts - and
interpreting LWV LA County positions in terms of
the level of support they could provide for Vote
by Mail. These developments presented a
determined yet helpful front to city government.

After this year of convergence, | suspect that
LWVLA has never been more ready to step up
and take action on a ballot measure when it
finally comes — in time to transform the 2011
election, if not the 2009 election. Whatever
happens, however, we are developing
procedures and attitudes that should help us
pursue our mission in both action and voter
service for many years to come.

It has been my pleasure to work with a number
of LWVLA members — most notably Liza White,
Margie Engels, David Holtzman and Thea
Brodkin in this exciting time which may take us
to the verge of election reform.
-- Frances Talbott-White
Director of Voter Service



LWVLA VOTER

MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK: PLANTING
SEEDS IN COUNTY JAILS

Would you believe? 917 LA County jail inmates
registered to vote — 196 actually voted this
February!

You may remember way back when a large
coalition of organizations, including the county
and city Leagues, met regularly to try to work out
registering eligible voters in the county jail
system. We designed the logistics of providing
all the forms (Voter Registration, instruction
sheet, Guide to Inmate Voting pamphlet,
Absentee Ballot Request, the Sample Ballot,
Absentee Ballot and Easy Voter Guides) to
eligible inmates. Sound simple? Ha!!

We had hoped all of the organizations which
were involved with the inmates could assist in
the registration of inmates and answer questions
— in fact, not even the chaplains nor the school
district which conducted GED classes were
originally allowed to assist in any way. Only the
registration form was available to inmates who
requested it on an Inmate Service Provider
request form (without any explanation available
on voting requirements, ballot measures or
candidates running).

After much, much, much discussion and
persuasion, the League was finally allowed to
provide Easy Voter Guides (without staples) so
that the inmates could read about what they
were voting on. The County Registrar's office
was finally allowed to prepare and present all of
the documents required to handling this unusual
group of voters. ACLU and the LA Coalition to
End Hunger and Homelessness were finally
allowed to pass out information in the visitor
lines and set up the methods for inmates to
request registration and ballot forms. Inmates
were given the pamphlets with instructions for
requesting the appropriate forms, etc.

It was slow going at first — not overwhelmingly
promoted by the deputies, and those of us on
the committee had no interaction with the
prisoners. However, the “handcuffs” began to
loosen.

MAY 2008

With renewed commitment and participation, this
year the County Registrar was able to conduct
Deputy Registrar Training and provide election
materials in all languages. They were allowed to
go into each of the eight jail facilities and
promote voting to the prisoners. We continued
promoting the Easy Voter Guides (the jails
ordered 25,000 this year). February 6, 2008, the
LA Times reported in an article, “Jailhouse
Rocks,” although 121 registered in 2004, none
voted. In February 2008, however, 917 inmates
registered, 881 filled out applications to vote by
absentee ballots and 196 actually voted. Even
considering that some of these inmates would
have been released or moved to other facilities,
that's more than 21%! Those seeds are now
sprouting!!
-- Jean Thomson
Co-Chair, Program

MEMBERSHIPS & CONTRIBUTIONS

NEW MEMBERS
Dotte Antelman
Clemi Boubli

Carlos Medina
Annette Swezey (BH)
Calvin Winston

LWVLA CONTRIBUTIONS
Elizabeth Armstrong
Geraldine Chyet

CIVIC SOCIETY
Carryl Carter
Emily Edelman

Betty and Marvin Hoffenberg
Gerald and Bette Sallus

EDUCATION FUND CONTRIBUTIONS
Bill Abramson

Elizabeth Armstrong

Matilda Rummage (Insurance)

June Weinberg

TRIBUTES
In Memory of Rod Redmond , League member,
and husband of 50-year member Hannah
Redmond, from

Nima Long

Fay Samulon
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TRIBUTES (continued)

In Memory of Pat Curtis , from
Nima Long
Yvonne Regan

In memory of Dr. Arnold Cooperman , husband
of Caroline Cooperman, from Irma Silverstein

LEADERSHIP AWARDS DINNER SPARKLES
The room was full, the food delicious and a good
time was had by all! On March 5, 2008, over 200
people, including elected officials, League
members and friends, turned out for the
League’s "Celebrating Leadership" dinner at the
Omni Los Angeles Hotel.

KPCC 89.3 FM Special Correspondent, Kitty
Felde, ably handled the emcee duties, and the
honorees and presenters did us proud!

We were especially proud of our own Ann Reiss
Lane who received the League's Founders’
Award. She spoke elegantly and touchingly
about growing up in the League and shared
personal anecdotes about her experiences.
Among her many civic activities, Ann founded
and still chairs the highly respected Women
Against Gun Violence.

The Carrie Chapman Catt Civic Service
Leadership Award was presented to Ed Avila,
Executive Director of Project Restore, by
Councilwoman Wendy Greuel. Ed has been in
the forefront building a fair and just multiracial
democracy in Los Angeles. He spoke admiringly
of the League and joked about being the only
male honoree of the evening.

Councilman Ed Reyes presented the Carrie
Chapman Catt Corporate Leadership Award to
Verizon, sponsor of the League’s highly
successful Running and Winning program. Elva
Lima, Vice President for Strategic Programs,
graciously accepted the award and announced
Verizon's renewed commitment to Running and
Winning by awarding the League a $10,000
grant for this year’s program.

LAUSD Board Member and former Board
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President, Marlene Canter, accepted the
League’s Government Leadership Award . She
was commended for her efforts to make
children’s health a top priority and to ban the
sale of soft drinks and junk food in our schools.
Former LAUSD Superintendent and former
Colorado Governor Roy Romer, presented the
award.

Kathay Feng of California Common Cause
received the Voter Participation Leadership
Award . Kathay is working to achieve election
and redistricting reform and championing the
voting rights of disenfranchised communities.
Kathay was joined at the podium by the
League’s youngest member, her adorable
toddler, Sophia.

Recent retirees, Frank Martinez (Los Angeles
City Clerk) and Conny McCormack (Los Angeles
County Registrar-Recorder) received special
recognition for their years of public service and
collaboration with the League in promoting voter
education.

We are grateful to the members of the
Fundraising Committee: Liza White, Jane
Goichman, Evon Gotlieb, Gerry Sallus, Helaine
Blatt, Cindy O'Connor, Joy Picus and Susan
Rice, whose hard work made the event a
success. Special thanks to Kim Yang, Nima
Long, and event coordinator, Melissa
Richardson Banks. Finally, we thank the League
Board and all our members who turned out to
support the dinner as well as giving hours of
volunteer time to keep the League running.

-- Carryl Carter and Renee Chanon

Co-Chairs, Fundraising Committee
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Darlene Antelman * Jo Anne H. Aplet * Alan Arkatov * Elizabeth K. Armstrong * Nancy L. Arnheim * Ed Avila * Sheri Barnett *
Joyce Batten * Leonard & Joan Beerman * Leah & Gregory Bergman * Jean & Harold Berlfein * Nancy Bernard * Muriel Bodek *
Judy Borash * Barbara Braunstein * Phyllis F. Braveman * Thea Brodkin * Joyce Brody * Edythe L. Bronston * Sara Buenabad *
Marlene Canter * Carryl Carter * Renee & Eddie Chanon * Cantor Chayim Frenkel * JoAnn W. Cherno * Karen Chorney * Laurel
Clark * Jean F. Cohen * Sandra M. Comrie * Cathryn (Kitty) Cooper * Marjorie Cowley * Ruth Cushner * Sydney Dailey * Andy
Doukas * Mary Lou Dudzak * Katherine B. Dunlap * Emily S. Edelman * Lucy Eisenberg * Ernestine S. Elster * Virgene M.
Engberg * Marjorie & Lewis Engel * Gary Erickson * Nan Flette * Sydelle S. Freeman * Shirley Friedman-Chase * E. Gambarana
* Laura Geller * Jane Goichman * Maricela Gomez * Evon & Jerry Gotlieb * Mattie C. Grant * Betty H. Graves * Glenn Gritzner *
Carrie Hidding * Ruth Hinerfeld * Irene Y. Hirano * Lee Hogan Cass * Ella Mae Holmes * David Holtzman * Diana C. Homer *
Ruth B. Horgan * Fran Inman * David S. Irwin * Cynthia Jackson * Marion Jacobs * Janice Jay-Holland * Judith N. Jordan *
Deborah Kallick * Iris Kaphan * Helen Katz * Stephen Kaufman * Loretta Kelly * Maureen Kindel * Frances E. Klein * Marlene
Kristovich * Bert Lane * James & Jill Ruesch * Francis Lapides * Sidonia Lax * Ethel Leibowitz * Valerie Lertyaovarit * Elva Lima
* Deidre Lind * Ruth & Barrie Logan * Nima Lee Long * Marjorie B. Lux * Barbara R. Margerum * Estelle Markowitz * Suzanne
Marks * Elizabeth (Betty) L. Marsh * Nancy N. Martin * Sarah S. McKay * Jeanette Miller * David Minning * Eleanor (Ellie) Morris
* Estella Mysels * Sarah Napier * Doris I. Nelson * Rozann Newman * Mary Nichols * Cindy O'Connor * June Payne * Lee Ann
Pelham * Peter Perkowski * Joy & Gerry Picus * Elizabeth Ralston * Mildred Ratner * Jim & Zhita Rea * Kevin S. Reed * Yvonne
J. Regan * Anne S. Reisinger * Linda & Richard Reiss * Ann Reiss Lane * Susan F. Rice * Louise M. Ronne * Judy B. Rosener *
Elizabeth Rossbacher * Cathy Rubin * Jeannette Rubinyi * Jerry Ruiz * Matilda H. Rummage * Lois Saffian * Gerald & Bette
Sallus * Fanny (Fay) Samulon * Mary Sandberg * Connie T. Schiff * Cecilia & Lee Schlesinger * Elmar & Gloria Schmidt *
Hermalee & Dick Schmidt * Margery Schnitzer * Sharon L. Schuster * June R. Schwartz * Lois Sevilla * Irma & Elliot Silverstein *
Bette Simons * Helene Slane * Shelley I. Smith * Jerald Soto * Douglas Suisman * Bertha Sutton * Frances Talbott-White *
Helene & Ira Terris * Beverly Thomas * Jean C. Thomson * Jerry Thornton * Sandra Spear Trutt * Roy M. Ulrich * Cathy Unger *
Paul Vandeventer * Florence Verger * Marcia & Dick Volpert * Sayre Weaver * Renee Weisenberg * Shirley Welkowitz * Alex
White * Liza & Stuart C. White * Joan Witte * Diane Wittenberg * Sandra Wolber * Mahvash Yadzi * Martha Yee * Peg Yorkin
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Emcee Kitty Felde; LWVLA President Liza White;
Los Angeles City Clerk Frank Martinez; Honoree
Kathay Feng; Executive Director of the Los

Angeles City Ethics Committee, LeeAnn Pelham

Founders’ Award Honoree Ann Reiss Lane and
LWVLA President Liza White

Award Presenter, former LAUSD
Superintendent, Roy Romer, and LWVLA
Education Fund Chair Evon Gotlieb

Award Honorees: Kathay Feng, Ann Reiss Lane, Ed Av la,
Marlene Canter, Elva Lima (for Verizon)

Awards Dinner Co-Chairs:
Renee Chanon, Carryl Carter

Conny McCormack, former LA County Registrar of
Voters; Frank Martinez, Los Angeles City Clerk;
Members Sharon Schuster, Emcee Kitty Felde, Liza White, LWVLA President
Renee Chanon, Hermalee Schmidt 1



