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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

KEEPING IN THE SWING WITH LWVLA

On Monday September 24, two LWVLA events
happened that created opportunity for members to
connect in new ways with our League. It reminded
me that the real fun of membership is finding your
way to doing good work in a way that fits with busy
lives and involves enjoyment.

That Monday evening, members gathered in an
inaugural, after-work-hours unit meeting on the
Westside, chaired by member David Holtzman. As
with all units this last month, the topic was
immigration. This new unit had new and old
members as well as some non-members chewing
on the facts and the relevance of many issues.
League-provided information and personal points
of view, informed by life experience, channeled the
discussion through such issues as the integration
of immigrants; the economics of jobs filled by
immigrant versus native born people, and the
enforcement of immigration policy. This westside
evening unit will meet every fourth Monday
evening of the month and serves as an innovation
of timing to keep more members in the LWVLA
swing.

That Monday afternoon, former members of the
Beverly Hills League and LWVLA members
enjoyed tea and delicacies at the home of member
Helaine Blatt, our membership chair. Some were
new to League, most were old hands interested in
L.A.’'s way of engaging with the mission. Some
were interested in the studies and issues we are
involved in -- city finance, education, LA police
department, election integrity, Instant Runoff
Voting, housing and homelessness, community
colleges.

Some informed about their particular community
interests (West Hollywood). Others asked how
their local issues could be handled by the LA
League — interested members could make a
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proposal to the Board using LWVLA positions as
the spring board. Some wondered if we had an
‘observer corps’ — yes, with a need for more to
cover meetings of the Ethics Commission and city
council sub committees e.g. Rules & Elections. A
new member asked if we had a position on ‘the
war’ — interesting because although | could assure
her that League hadn'’t taken an advocacy position
with respect to the Iraq war, | wasn’t sure what our
national policy with respect to “war” in general was.
| know now — we have one: “Military Policy and
Defense Spending” and it can be found at
www.LWV.org (Go to ISSUES then to International
Relations.)

Finally, there was general interest in how people
could participate —was there a menu of volunteer
opportunities? Indeed there is. Go to our website
www.LWVLosAngles.org. Link to Calendar for
events; and to “Getting Involved.” In addition to
information about unit meetings, and standing
League committees, you will find a list of
Opportunities for Involvement that should keep you
in the swing of League at your own pace and at
your interest level.

--Liza White

MARCH 5, 2008
ANNUAL LEADERSHIP DINNER

The Annual Leadership Dinner will take place
the evening of Wednesday, March 5th at the
Omni Hotel. Please take note of this change in
date and mark your calendars.

PLANNING FOR NATIONAL PROGRAM
PRIORITIES

At our annual Program Planning meeting on
January 10, 2008, we will review County and
National program for 2008-2010. The program
planning process is our opportunity to think about
and argue for what we think our

League should be studying or focusing on for
education and advocacy. In the September issue
of The VOTER we reviewed some of the County’s
Issues. This month we will briefly review topics of
recent national Issues for study, education, and
action. These issues became program through
members in their local Leagues raising the issue,
the local Leagues then sending in their
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suggestions to the national program committee
and then discussion and voting at the national
convention. Itis along road and many good ideas
fall by the wayside. The process is what makes the
League an authentic grassroots organization.
Current national issue priorities and action taken
under them are:

Representational Government : The current
priority issues are: Campaign Finance Reform.
Escalating campaign costs drive out potential
candidates and require candidates to spend too
much time raising money — too often from special
interests. With passage of the Bipartisan
Campaign Reform Act, we now have an excellent
opportunity to turn up the pressure for fundamental
change in our campaign finance system.

On 7/26/07 the League challenged an
amendment to the Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations
bill that would prohibit funds from being used to
enforce provisions of the Bipartisan Campaign
Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) that deal with
“electioneering communications.”

Civil Liberties : In the wake of the horrific events
of September 11, 2001, Congress quickly passed
the USA Patriot Act, which gave the federal
government expanded powers to fight terrorism.
Some of the expanded powers, however, run
counter to constitutionally guaranteed freedoms. A
new proposal to expand the USA Patriot Act is
increasing concerns about encroachment on civil
liberties.

On 3/21/07 LWVUS sent a letter to key Senate
leaders, urging the passage of the OPEN
Government Act of 2007. The legislation would
expand the accessibility and accountability of
the federal government by strengthening the
Freedom of Information Act and making
information more readily available to the public.
Currently the League and others are urging
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D NV) to
hold public hearings on any proposed
legislation to alter the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act (FISA). And the League is
urging Senators to cosponsor and support
legislation that will protect the personal
information of American citizens by placing
clear and reasonable limitations on the FBI's
authority to issue National Security Letters
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Election Administration : When the 2000 election
exposed the many problems facing the election
system, the League leapt into action. With the
League's special expertise, we argued for
improved voting systems and machines,
provisional balloting and other safeguards, and
improvements in voter registration systems, poll
worker training and administration.

On 7/25/07 LWVUS President Mary G. Wilson
testified before the Senate Rules Committee in
support of key election reform elements of the
"Ballot Integrity Act of 2007" also known as
HR811. The League was a key contributor to
the recently issued US Election Assistance
Commission guidebook on poll worker
recruitment and training.

International Relations Promote peace in an
interdependent world by working cooperatively with
other nations and strengthening international
organizations. A related project is United Nations
Observers.

In 1945, at the UN Charter Conference, the
League was invited by President Truman to
serve as a consultant to the U.S. delegation.
Since that time, the League has continued its
presence at the United Nations through its one
official and two alternate observers. In July
1997, the League was granted Special
Consultative Status with the UN Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC), which provides the
opportunity to make interventions on issues the
League has positions.

Global Democracy : The Global Democracy
Program is the League’s integrated program for
activists and nongovernmental organizations
worldwide.

National Resources : The issue for emphasis is
Global Climate Change. Climate change is one of
the most serious threats to the environment, health
and the economy of our nation. Recent scientific
studies show global warming is already causing
environmental changes that will have significant
global economic and social impacts.

On 11/20/06 the League made the following
statement: “Global warming is one of the most
serious threats to our environment, our health
and our economy. The League of Women
Voters joins other organizations in calling for
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immediate action to curb the worst effects of
global warming by enforcing reductions in
global warming pollution and promoting clean
and efficient sources of energy.”

Social Policy : The current issue for emphasis is
Health Care Reform. The League believes that
quality affordable health care should be available
to all U.S. residents. Other U.S. health care policy
goals should include the equitable distribution of
services, efficient and economical delivery of care,
advancement of medical research and technology,
and a reasonable total national expenditure level
for health care.

On July 19, 2007 the League urged members
of the House of Representatives to reauthorize
SCHIP, the State Children's Health Insurance
Program, when it comes to the floor for a vote
and on September 29 issued an Action

Alert to members to ask their representative to
support SCHIP.

More detailed information can be found at the
National website, www.lwv.org, in the column on
the left labeled ‘Issue Priorities’. During the past
two years LWVLA has participated in national
program by conducting the information events and
research under the Homeland Security series,
hosting the Russian visitors and conducting the
immigration study.

Begin thinking about what direction you would like
to see the LWVUS study take to educate or take
action on in the next two years. There are
certainly plenty of issues facing our country right
now, that our LWVUS leadership should address.

See you in January. Let's talk.

--Margie Engel and Helene Terris
Program Planning Committee

SIGN UP NOW
LWVLA League Day
November 3, 2007
"How will we conduct elections
in the 21st Century?"
Contact Margie Engel
marjette@earthlink.net
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HONOREES ANNOUNCED FOR ANNUAL
LEAGUE DINNER

The League’s annual Celebrating Leadership Awards
Dinner will be held on Wednesday, March 5, 2008 at
the Omni Los Angeles Hotel. Dinner Committee Co-
Chairs Carryl Carter and Renee Chanon noted that
this year's honorees are especially worthy of the
awards, which fall into several categories of
leadership. The 2008 awardees include:

Founders’ Award : Ann Reiss Lane, longtime
League member and board member; founder of
both the Shelter Partnership and Women
Against Gun Violence; former member of the
library, police and fire commissions and
numerous nonprofit boards;

Civic Leadership Award Edward J. Avila,
president of LA City’s Project Restore: former
administrator of the Community Redevelopment
Agency and member of wvarious city
commissions and the boards of numerous
nonprofit organizations;

Voter Participation Award Kathay Feng,
executive director of California Common Cause;
formerly active with the County Registrar of
Voters’ Community Voter Outreach Committee
and at the Asian Pacific American Legal Center;

Political Leadership Award : Marlene Canter,
member and immediate past president of the
Los Angeles Board of Education; and

Corporate Leadership Award : Verizon, sponsor of
League’s exciting Running and Winning program to
encourage civic leadership among our community’s
high school youth.

While providing a good time for all, each year’s
Celebrating Leadership event helps to raise the
funds needed to support League’s educational and
voter service programs and honors those in our
city who strive to improve Los Angeles’ civic
wellbeing. Watch for more information about the
event, and be sure to join us on March 5.

--Evon Gaotl ieb
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We wantto COUNT YOU IN!

All members : When you receive your COUNT ME
IN! form (a flyer insert in this VOTER), please
update your contact information and list which
LWVLA activities interest you. Then fold, tape, add
postage and return your COUNT ME IN! form. We
are streamlining ways to connect you to the work of
the League.

TAKING ACTION

Action is a pillar of League mission, launching our
ability to persuade and prevail in addressing policy
issues. We study the issues, decide what we as
Leaguers agree is the best way to address the
issue, adopt that as our position and then advocate
that point of view to law makers and the public.

In September, LWVLA members were called on to
support the DC Voting Rights Act (S 1257) and to
support a veto of a state law (AB 1430) which
would limit a California city’s ability to create local
campaign finance laws. This would affect Los
Angeles’s authority to regulate city campaigns
through its Ethics Commission and ordinances.

Additionally, the state campaign (OneCareNow)
which supports universal health care coverage (SB
840) in California launched a second year effort to
build grassroots awareness of SB 840. At this
writing it is not clear if any health care measure will
be approved by the legislature. But whether one is
cobbled together or not, single payer, universal
health care coverage remains the gold standard for
creating efficient, effective coverage for all. It is
what the League supports and will continue to
persuade on. Doris Isolini Nelson is LWVLA’s
health care consultant.

Finally, LWVLA continues to be involved with the
campaign to bring full public financing to city
elections, an effort that has been lead by California
Clean Money Campaign (www.caclean.org).
Member Cecilia Schlesinger, having been our
consultant for several years, will be addressing
Neighborhood Councils about full public campaign
financing. If you want to take on more League
action than what you learn about in our e-list and at
meetings, please contact the office at (213) 368-
1616.

--Liza Whit e
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IMMIGRATION CONSENSUS MEETING
Saturday, November 10, 2007
The October and November unit meetings will be
devoted to a discussion of the immigration consensus.
For anyone who cannot attend the consensus
discussions in the unit meetings, we will have an
immigration consensus meeting on Saturday,
November 10, 2007 from 10:00am until 1:00pm in the
LWVLA office. RSVP to (213) 368-1616 is required.

IT'S PROPERTY TAX TIME

In October property owners in Los Angeles County
will receive their property tax bills. What
determines the bill, and, once you write a check,
where does the money go? Who decides where it
goes?

The answer to these questions is rooted in the
passage of Proposition 13 in 1978. Before
Proposition 13, each local governmental entity —
county, city, school district or special district — set
its own property tax rate, subject to a voter-
authorized maximum rate. At that time, the
average property tax rate in the state was 2.67% of
a property’s assessed valuation.

Proposition 13 completely changed this system. It
both limited the amount by which a property’s
assessed valuation could be increased and
imposed a maximum tax rate of 1% on a property’s
assessed valuation, except for paying off bonded
indebtedness. It then handed the problem of
divvying up the reduced property tax revenues to
the State Legislature to solve. The result is a
complex allocation formula, based largely on
conditions as they existed in 1979.

If you look at your property tax bill, you will see a
breakdown by type of tax. These include:

The “General Tax Levy” the 1% tax
authorized by Proposition 13.

Voted Indebtedness — taxes collected to repay
bonds that have been authorized by the voters.
(55% majority for school bonds, 2/3 for all
others).

Direct Assessments — these may be flat fees
“per parcel” of real property or be based on the
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square footage of the property, but can't be
based on the property’s value. Local parcel
taxes must be approved by a 2/3 majority of
the voters.

For a typical Los Angeles City tax bill, 81% of the
total property tax bill results from the 1% General
Levy, 13% from repayment of voted indebtedness,
and 6% from special assessments. You can tell
from your bill which agencies receive your taxes
for bond debts and direct assessments. But how is
the 1% General Levy divided? For a typical
homeowner in the city of Los Angeles, the City
gets about 26%, the County 24%, and the school
districts about 44%, with the balance going to
smaller entities, such as flood control districts.

One of the consequences of Proposition 78 is that
the state now provides most of the funding for local
schools (59%, plus 1% from the lottery). Local
revenue sources now account for about 28%, with
the remainder coming from the federal
government.

-- Elizabeth Ralston
Co-Chair, City Government Finance Study

WE SEE THE SAME STARS

(Observations of a Russian Civic Hosting Program
host home) Fran Lapides, Estelle Markowitz and |
hosted the five Russian delegates that visited Los
Angeles from September 8 to September 16, 2007.
This article describes some the experiences | had
with the three delegates that stayed at my home
over the week.

On September 8, our visitors from Russia arrived
at LAX. Through a turn of events three of the
delegates stayed at my house. None of my guests
had ever been in the United States, they spoke
almost no English and at that point had traveled for
about 17 hours over the course of two days, with a
13 hour time change.

When we arrived home, | learned that the two
ladies had gotten sick during the travel and the
young man’s wife had given birth to their first child
while he was laying over in Atlanta and he was
worried about his wife and new baby."

continued p. 6
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It seemed like this could be an interesting start to a
long week...With the aid of a Russian-English on-
line translator, the help of two wonderful young
women from Cal State Northridge who acted as
our unofficial translators, my limited Russian
language skills and a genuine desire by all of us to
make new friends... it turned out to be a great
week. Some cough/cold medicine and vodka
helped too!

P

e Bt s ;
I-r, Facilitator, Oksana Nosova, Delegates:
Lidiya Nasrtdinova, Vasiliy Zhidkov, Yelena
Borodina, Alexsandr Sirotkin, LWVLA Member,
Fran Lapides, Translator, Oksana Reagan

Yelena Borodina was from Siberia, a town that
sprung up in the last twenty years after oil was
discovered in the region. Lidiya Nasrtdinova was
from a town of about a half million people in central
Russia and Alexsandr Sirotkin was from a smaller
town on the border of Russia and Khazakstan. All
three have jobs related to providing social services
to seniors or retirement planning. Health and
Social Services was the theme for the professional
exchange meetings planned for the week.

During the “off” time, of which there was little, we
had a chance to get to know each other. We talked
about our families. They observed that many of us
had families and children living far away from our
homes. We talked about how much energy is
consumed by Americans. Of course they noticed
the traffic. They also noticed how many lights are
used in both public areas and private homes. They
talked about how open Americans are...we talk
casually to strangers...something that just is not
done in their world. They were surprised at how
big and spread out Los Angeles is, they had
expected more dense living spaces. They loved
the weather, which was perfect when they were
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here. They shopped until they (and we) dropped.
Yelena told me because of the scarcity of goods in
Siberia, the prices were two to three times higher
than they were paying here. This was an
opportunity for them to stock up on clothes, sheets,
shoes, etc....and additional pieces of luggage to
bring back their stuff.

We had a chance to have some fun too. We took
our guests to Universal Studios...which they
loved...a picture exists of that outing that Fran
Lapides and | definitely do not want to see appear
in The VOTER! On Friday afternoon Fran, Jean
Thomson and Xandra Kayden showed our visitors
Hollywood. That night we took our guests to the
Hollywood Bowl. All the delegates commented on
the fact that we stood to sing the national anthem
at the start of the show...something they said you
would not see in Russia.

We also had a chance to talk about cultural/ethnic
diversity and immigration. Everywhere we went
our guests saw L.A.'s ethnic diversity. Each of
them commented and, of course, asked about it. In
their towns/cities there is very little ethnic diversity;
immigration is primarily short term temporary labor.
They were aware of our on-going issues on federal
immigration policy and asked many questions
about the effects of cultural diversity on our
communities.

We who spent the most time with the delegates
probably got the most out of this project. We
learned about our guests and their lives and
culture; they learned about us. All of us will take
that knowledge back to our lives. We made friends
that we were sorry to see leave.

This article’s title was taken from a comment made
by Yelena while we were sitting in my backyard
one evening star gazing. She was referring to the
fact central/eastern Russia is almost on the
opposite side of the planet from Los Angeles; both
in the northern hemisphere, so we see the same
stars rising at about the same time.

Over the course of the week we discovered we do
see the same stars and have many other things in
common.

-- Lynn Lowry
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

LWVLA is embarking on several different studies
to focus on law enforcement and how it currently
affects us. What does it enforce? What are the
roles and restrictions? How is it changing?

On the local level LWVLA has elected to review
and potentially update our 1992 study of the Los
Angeles Police Department and its Board of
Commissioners. Is it effective?  What has
happened to the LAPD since the Rodney King
incident? How has Homeland Security affected
local law enforcement? What is COMSTAT?
What is community policing?

To begin our investigation of LAPD, we are
tentatively planning to begin with a “Lunch With
League” event with the Assistant Chief of LAPD
and a tour of their updated equipment and facilities
in late November. In March we will have unit
meetings to review the department in more detail.
Anyone wishing to join in this exciting study,
please contact Jean Thomson,
thom@socal.rr.com. Please review the complete
position on our website, www.lwvlosangeles.org.

During 2008 we will conduct the fourth
educational forum in the “Revolving
Door” series. These forums have
evolved from a basic review of the
correctional system, to a panel
discussion of the system as seen by an
arrestee through arrest, incarceration, reentry,
parole, etc. The latest forum brought together
legislators who have relevant pending legislation
as well as agencies with parolees and agencies
who serve that population. The next in the series
will update the progress of the legislation and
develop the potential of rehabilitation. Again,
anyone interested in designing the program,
assisting in the logistics, etc., please contact Jean
Thomson, thom@socal.rr.com.

Because the prison system statewide has become
the focus of federal takeover, threats of prison
population caps, sending prisoners out-of-state to
private prisons, we are investigating a statewide
study of prison reforms.

Though this is a long-term plan, we need to begin
now to do the preparation for recommending this
as a two-year statewide project. The requirements
for presenting a statewide study have changed and
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the scope, the planned programs, the financing for
a study must be addressed now in order to present
to the state convention in 2009. All volunteers to
work on this longer-term, more thorough study
project, please contact Jean Thomson at
thom@socal.rr.com

-- Jean Thomson
Chair, Revolving Door Committee

MEMBERSHIPS & CONTRIBUTIONS

NEW MEMBERS
Yasmin Best
Judy Borash
Phyllis Braveman
Shirley Hickman
Sidonia Lax
Barrie Logan
Hynda L. Rudd
Merrill Whatley
Alex White

CIVIC SOCIETY
Helaine Blatt
Evon Gotlieb
Betty Marsh
Liza White

PATRON MEMBER
Caroline Cooperman

TRIBUTES

Felita Waxman, thanks for your leadership as
Election Service Manager, from Liza White

Jean F. Thomson, in honor of your birthday, from
Liza White

A contribution was made to the League of Women
Voters of Los Angeles in congratulations of a
successful Russian Project, from Liza White,
President

EDUCATION FUND CONTRIBUTIONS
Julie Nyquist

IN MEMORIAM
In memory of our 50-year member
Mary Lil Garland

WAS THIS NEWSLETTER LATE TO YOUR
MAILBOX? Please report very late delivery of
your VOTER newsletter to LWVLA at

(213) 368-1616. Help us track late deliveries.



