SOMETHING HAPPENED ONMY WAY
TO RETIREMENT!!

Lo, these many years ago, | lost my “virginity”!
When | renewed my attendance at League
meetings after working for some years, | stated
unequivocally that | was not interested in
working on a study, or working on anything! |
just wanted to be a passive observer, filling up
my mind with all these fascinating pieces of
information being presented!

After sticking to my passivity for quite a while,

a friend who moved from LA to Pasadena talked
me into going to a joint meeting on voting rights
for inmates. It turned out that one of the
members of the Pasadena League was an official
in the Friends Outside organization which
provides services for currently or formerly
incarcerated and their families. They just

wanted us to talk about voting—seemed like a
simple request!

| had no idea what obstacles we would
encounter in determining the law relating to
incarcerated folks, the resistance to
disseminating these laws to those affected, nor
what it would take to resolve these problems.

As | once wrote of this experience, “The
horizons (like hips) keep broadening! If there is
one thing you can say about the LWV, it is that
it is always a learning experience!” | was
surprised to find that it was as recently 1978 that
the election code was amendeddstorethe
previously allowed rights to ex-felons who had
completed their sentence! Working through this
interesting experience with the Sheriff’'s deputy,
representatives from Friends Outside, the
ACLU, Coalition to End Hunger and
Homelessness, the Hacienda/La Puente school

district, and the County Registrar, we now have
a pamphlet produced regularly by the County
Registrar’s office for the inmates and their
families, and a new directive by the Secretary of
State which requires all state and local officials
to abide by the law. The Sheriff and several of
the deputies arrange large deliveries to the jails
of theEasy Voter Guidewhenever printed and
they handle the absentee ballot procedure with
the County Registrar.

This seemed to morph into an investigation of
the penal system in California to be presented to
the units.

And that morphe % into a series
of “Revolving Door” League Days. The first
such forum we worked with speakers from law
enforcement, parole department, judges, those
who worked with assistive organizations dealing
with current and/or previous inmates which
shone a light on what the different
representatives thought went on! Another forum
included directors or representatives from the
district attorney, public defender’s office, parole
and probation departments, previous inmates,
and organizations providing opportunities for
reentry. The third forum delved into
opportunities for re-training of parolees within a
special program at LA Trade Tech and other
organizations. We meet these same people at
many community events and exchange ideas.

“OO0H a tangerine!!” We were invited to a
special meeting with the “Golden Girls” at the
Women'’s prison in Chino. These ladies were of
the 60-80 year group housed there. We sat in
small mixed groups and heard their stories.
When a boxed lunch was served, one gal
exclaimed, “Oh, a tangerine— | haven’t seen one
of these since | have been in here.” Although
many had been pronounced ready for release by
the Parole Board, the governors never seem to
sign the release papers— so there they stay,
seemingly forever.



When the Immigration study came along, | did
expand my knowledge once again, to investigate
the involvement of the Sheriff’'s Department and
the jails in the immigration problem. We found
that certain deputies in the Sheriff’s Department
had indeed been trained to interrogate the
inmates to determine their legal status— but the
LAPD had a rule that they are not to get

involved in that determination. When the
potential inmate is determined to be
undocumented, a notice goes out to the
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in
order to put a hold on his/her release so that ICE
can hold the prisoner for deportation.

It hasn’t been all study— we have established a
great relationship with both the Sheriff's
Department and the LAPD and been granted
special access to their facilities.

Although | have no photos of the tour of the
Twin Towers and Men'’s Central Jail, it was
really a special, though frightful tour.

However, we were also given tours

of the brand new crime lab shared by LAPD,
LASD, and CalState LA




of the historic Police Academy,

their training center,

911 call center,

and special counter-terrorism divisions (no
photos there either!)

We have learned a great deal about how our city
works with both law enforcement and the
inmate/reentry field, and look forward to sharing
what we have learned with the members and
community at our unit meetings and Community
Forums.

I would never have expected to get so involved
with this topic, but here | am, no longer the
passive virgin!

Jean Thomson
Co-Chair, Program



